
SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 27, 2020 

 
SONG:  O Master, Let Me Walk with You    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister 
begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
whose steadfast love is everlasting, 
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation. 
Amen. 
 

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Reconciling God, 
we confess that we do not trust your abundance, 
and we deny your presence in our lives. 
We place our hope in ourselves 
and rely on our own efforts. 
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all. 
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit. 
We fear difference and do not welcome others 
as you have welcomed us. 
We sin in thought, word, and deed. 
By your grace, forgive us; 
through your love, renew us; 
and in your Spirit, lead us; 
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen. 
 

Beloved of God, 
by the radical abundance of divine mercy 
we have peace with God through Christ Jesus, 
through whom we have obtained grace upon grace. 
Our sins are forgiven. 
Let us live now in hope. 
For hope does not disappoint, 
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
God of love, giver of life, you know our frailties and failings. Give us your grace to 
overcome them, keep us from those things that harm us, and guide us in the way of 
salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen 
 
READING:  Ezekiel 18:1-4, 25-32 
1The word of the LORD came to me: 2What do you mean by repeating this proverb 
concerning the land of Israel, “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the 
children’s teeth are set on edge”? 3As I live, says the Lord GOD, this proverb shall no 
more be used by you in Israel. 4Know that all lives are mine; the life of the parent as 
well as the life of the child is mine: it is only the person who sins that shall die.  25Yet 



you say, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” Hear now, O house of Israel: Is my way 
unfair? Is it not your ways that are unfair? 26When the righteous turn away from their 
righteousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it; for the iniquity that they have 
committed they shall die. 27Again, when the wicked turn away from the wickedness 
they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall save their life.  
28Because they considered and turned away from all the transgressions that they 
had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel 
says, “The way of the Lord is unfair.” O house of Israel, are my ways unfair? Is it not 
your ways that are unfair?  30Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, all of you 
according to your ways, says the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 
transgressions; otherwise iniquity will be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 
transgressions that you have committed against me, and get yourselves a new heart 
and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no pleasure in the 
death of anyone, says the Lord GOD. Turn, then, and live. 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 21:23-32 
23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these 
things, and who gave you this authority?” 24Jesus said to them, “I will also ask you 
one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by what authority I do 
these things. 25Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human 
origin?” And they argued with one another, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to 
us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, ‘Of human origin,’ we are 
afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, 
“We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I am 
doing these things.  28“What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 
and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ 29He answered, ‘I will not’; but 
later he changed his mind and went. 30The father went to the second and said the 
same; and he answered, ‘I go, sir’; but he did not go. 31Which of the two did the will 
of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32For 
John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the 
tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not 
change your minds and believe him.” 
 

SERMON 
 

INTERCESSORY PRAYERS:   
Drawn together in the compassion of God, we pray for the church, the world, and all those in 
need. 
A brief silence. 
 
L:  In all the world, give your church unity. Inspire all the baptized with the mind of Christ. 

Where the church is powerful and where it struggles, shape us with humility and obedience 
so that your love may be at work in us. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
P:  Your Son took on all of bodily life in our world, even to death. Preserve and keep your 

creation, O God. Mend and redeem places that are polluted and damaged, so that all of 
creation confesses you as Lord. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
L:  Turn the nations toward life. Where our ways are unfair, give us new hearts and new 

spirits. Where sin permeates our cultures and institutions (especially), change our minds 
and teach us to trust your authority. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 



P:  Our lives are yours, O God. Relieve the suffering of those who are ill in body, mind, or 

spirit. Defend the lives and welfare of children who are abused or neglected, hungry or 
exploited, bullied or lonely. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 
L:  Turn this congregation away from our own interests toward the interests of others. Fill us 

with your compassion and sympathy. Bless ministries of care in our community (especially); 
make us into signs of your mercy and justice for our neighbors. Lord, in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 

 
P:  Thank you for those who have gone into the kingdom ahead of us—tax collectors and 

prostitutes, likely and unlikely, obedient and slow to learn. By their witness, teach us to 
confess Jesus Christ as Lord in life and in death. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we entrust to your mercy; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 

 
BLESSING 
May God, whose power working in us  
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine, 
grant you the gifts of faith and hope. 
Almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
P: Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
 
SONG:   


