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REFORMATION SUNDAY 
October 25, 2020 

 

PRELUDE   "A Mighty Fortress" arr. by Roger C. Wilson  
                     
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, 
who creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. 
We confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We turn from your loving embrace 
and go our own ways. 
We pass judgment on one another 
before examining ourselves. 
We place our own needs before those of our neighbors. 
We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. 
Make us humble, cast away our transgressions, 
and turn us again to life in you 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

God hears the cries of all who call out in need, 
and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. 
Hear the truth that God proclaims: 
Your sins are forgiven in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness 
to do God’s work in the world.  Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN   652   "Built on a Rock" 
 

1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, 
 even when steeples are falling; 
 crumbled have spires in ev'ry land, 
 bells still are chiming and calling— 
 calling the young and old to rest, 
 calling the souls of those distressed, 
 longing for life everlasting. 
 

2 Surely, in temples made with hands 
 God the Most High is not dwelling— 
 high in the heav'ns his temple stands, 
 all earthly temples excelling. 
 Yet he who dwells in heav'n above 
 deigns to abide with us in love, 
 making our bodies his temple. 
 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.   
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of  
     God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.   
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and   
     praise, let us pray to the Lord.   
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.   
C:  Amen.   
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews 
the church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. 
Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of 
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the 
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen 



3 
 

READING:  1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 
1You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was 
not in vain, 2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully 
mistreated at Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to 
declare to you the gospel of God in spite of great opposition. 3For our 
appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives or trickery, 4but just 
as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the message of 
the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God 
who tests our hearts. 5As you know and as God is our witness, we never 
came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; 6nor did we seek 
praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, 7though we might 
have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among 
you, like a nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply do we 
care for you that we are determined to share with you not only the gospel 
of God but also our own selves, because you have become very dear to 
us. 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. 
 

C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 

GOSPEL:  Matthew 22:34-46 
34When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had silenced the Sadducees, 
they gathered together, 35and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a 
question to test him. 36“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?” 37He said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the 
greatest and first commandment. 39And a second is like it: ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.”  41Now while the Pharisees were gathered 
together, Jesus asked them this question: 42“What do you think of the 
Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son of David.” 43He 
said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him Lord, 
saying, 44‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at my right hand, until I put your 
enemies under your feet”’?  45If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be 
his son?” 46No one was able to give him an answer, nor from that day did 
anyone dare to ask him any more questions. 
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P: The gospel of the Lord.  
 

C: Praise to you, O Christ 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY  517   "Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word" 
 

1 Lord, keep us steadfast in your word; 
 curb those who by deceit or sword 
 would wrest the kingdom from your Son 
 and bring to naught all he has done. 
 
2 Lord Jesus Christ, your pow'r make known, 
 for you are Lord of lords alone; 
 defend your holy church, that we 
 may sing your praise eternally. 
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS:   
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the 
world, and all those in need. 
A brief silence. 

 
L:  Renew and inspire the church in the freedom of the gospel, O God. 

Where the church is in error, reform it. Where the church speaks your 
truth, strengthen it. Where the church is divided, unify it. Ignite in us the 
working of the Holy Spirit. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

P:  As the earth changes, as mountains shake and the waters roar, may 

we care for this planet as a holy habitation for all living things. Sustain all 
peoples and lands recovering from natural disasters of any kind 
(especially). Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

L:  Guide areas of the world divided or traumatized by conflict, especially 

in our own land. Free all from slavery and human trafficking, and protect 
all in harm’s way. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Release those living in bondage to debts, chronic pain, or addiction. 

Grant healing touch to those who are ill (especially). Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
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L:  In this family of faith we give thanks for courageous voices that have 

remained firm in their commitment to the one who frees us from sin and 
death. Centered in your grace, unify us in the hope of the gospel. Lord, in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

P:  Even in death, you free us and give us a place in your house. We give 

thanks for our ancestors who have shown us truth and freedom, 
especially Martin Luther and those who work for the renewal of the 
church. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for 
whom we pray, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give 
thanks. 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues: 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
 
 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 
 
COMMUNION POSTLUDE   "Let Us Break Bread Together"  
         arr. by George Lachenauer 
 
 
 
 
Advent has been asked to supply bags of noodles for the FISH thanksgiving 
meals. We will need 150 bags of noodles.  All donations must be brought in by 
Sunday, November 22nd.    
 
 


