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THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
January 24, 2021 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SONG:  Jesus Calls Us; o'er the Tumult 
 

1 Jesus calls us; o'er the tumult 
 of our life's wild, restless sea, 
 day by day his clear voice sounding, 
 saying, "Christian, follow me": 
 

5 Jesus calls us! By your mercy, 
 Savior, may we hear your call, 
 give our hearts to your obedience, 
 serve and love you best of all. 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding 
minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a 
dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 
we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 
We have turned away from your invitation to new life. 
We have turned away from the lowly and downtrodden. 
In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, 
those we know and those known only to you, 
for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
Hear the good news of peace and salvation! 
God forgives us all our sins, 
not through our own work, 
but through Jesus Christ, made known to all people. 
With all who come to the manger, 
rejoice in this amazing gift of grace.  Amen. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us in your service. Strengthen 
us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.  Amen 
 
FIRST READING:   Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, go to 
Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” 3So Jonah 
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set out and went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was 
an exceedingly large city, a three days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the 
city, going a day’s walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and 
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.  10When God saw what they did, how 
they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he 
had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even 
those who have wives be as though they had none, 30and those who mourn as 
though they were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not 
rejoicing, and those who buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who 
deal with the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of 
this world is passing away. 
 

GOSPEL:  Mark 1:14-20 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of 
God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; 
repent, and believe in the good news.”  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, 
he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 
people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat 
mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee 
in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 

SERMON 
 
SONG:  Beauty Of The Cross by Jason Dering, Jeff Johnson, Wes Martin 
 

Verse 1 
At the cross I find the beauty of your matchless grace 
At the cross I see a King who died to take my place 
It’s the moment that you made me clean and pardoned my soul 
Amazing grace that I would be alive unto Your throne 
Not by my own will but solely by Your will alone 
I'm unworthy of this love you are showing to me. I see my desperate need  
 

Chorus 
The beauty of the cross is that there's one who has redeemed my soul 
The beauty of the cross is that I'm finally free and letting go  
The beauty of the cross is that Your grace has found me just as I am 
 

Verse 2 
Not by my own words that I may boast or I may come 
But simply through your Son the sinless and Exalted One 
Only through the cross am I made clean to draw near to you 
Saved so that you would receive all glory due Your name 
Everlasting God from age to age you never change 
A true love story remains for all eternity. That all the world would see 
 



3 
 

Chorus 
 

Refrain 
My sinful soul could only be 
Redeemed by the blood of a sinless King 
So you came to the world that You 
had made Conquered sin on the 
cross and you rose from the grave 
 

Chorus 
 

Ending 
Yea just as I am that’s the beauty of the cross 
 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS:   
Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
the world, and all people in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

L:  For the church throughout the world, for pastors and teachers, for deacons and 

deaconesses, and for musicians and servers, that all proclaim the good news of 
God’s reconciling love, let us pray, Have mercy, O God. 
 

P:  For skies and seas, for birds and fish, for favorable weather and clean water, and 

for the well-being of creation, that God raise up advocates and scientists to guide 
our care for all the earth, let us pray, Have mercy, O God. 
 

L:  For those who provide leadership in our cities and around the world, for nonprofit 

and nongovernmental organizations, for planning commissions and homeless 
advocates, that God inspire all people in the just use of wealth, let us pray, 
Have mercy, O God. 
 

P:  For those who are sick, distressed, or grieving; for the outcast and all who await 

relief (especially), that in the midst of suffering, God’s peace and mercy surround 
them, let us pray, Have mercy, O God. 
 

L:  For our congregation and community, for families big and small, and for the 

organizations that meet here during the week, that God’s steadfast love serve as a 
model for all relationships, let us pray, Have mercy, O God. 
 

P:  In thanksgiving for our ancestors in the faith whose lives serve as an example of 

gospel living, that they point us to salvation through Christ, let us pray, Have mercy, 
O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the 
one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
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Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 
 
BLESSING 
Almighty God, who sent the Holy Spirit to Mary, 
proclaimed joy through the angels, 
sent the shepherds with good news, 
and led the magi by a star, 
bless you this day through the Word made flesh. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace.  Share the gift of Jesus. 
Thanks be to God. 


