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THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 7, 2021 

 
PRELUDE "Fairest Lord Jesus" arr. by James A. Dasher 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, as the 
presiding minister begins. 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, the keeper of the covenant, the 
source of steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
Amen. 
 

God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ.  Let us 
return to the one who is full of compassion. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us. 
Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free. 
Rebuild what we have ruined 
and mend what we have torn. 
Wash us in your cleansing flood. 
Make us alive in the Spirit 
to follow in the way of Jesus, 
as healers and restorers of the world you so love.  Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails. 
The promise rests on grace: 
by the saving love of Jesus Christ, 
the wisdom and power of God, 
your sins are forgiven, and God remembers them no more. 
Journey in the way of Jesus.  Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN   660 (1,4)   "Lift High the Cross" 
 

Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 
 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.   
 

Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 
 praise to the Crucified for victory!   
 

Refrain 
 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 
 till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

KYRIE 
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the church of 
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship 
and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 
C:  Lord, have mercy. 
P:  Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C:  Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Holy God, through your Son you have called us to live faithfully and act 
courageously. Keep us steadfast in your covenant of grace, and teach us 
the wisdom that comes only through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen 
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READING:  Psalm 19 
 1The heavens declare the glory of God, 
  and the sky proclaims its maker’s handiwork. 
 2One day tells its tale to another, 
  and one night imparts knowledge to another. 
 3Although they have no words or language, 
  and their voices are not heard, 
 4their sound has gone out into all lands, and their message to the      
       ends of the world, where God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
 5It comes forth like a bridegroom out of his chamber; 
  it rejoices like a champion to run its course. 
 6It goes forth from the uttermost edge of the heavens and runs  
     about to the end of it again; nothing is hidden from its burning heat.  
 7The teaching of the LORD is perfect and revives the soul; 
  the testimony of the LORD is sure and gives wisdom to the simple. 
 8The statutes of the LORD are just and rejoice the heart; 
  the commandment of the LORD is clear and gives light to the eyes. 
 9The fear of the LORD is clean and endures forever; 
  the judgments of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
 10More to be desired are they than gold, more than much fine gold, 
  sweeter far than honey, than honey in the comb.  
 11By them also is your servant enlightened, 
  and in keeping them there is great reward. 
 12Who can detect one’s own offenses? 
  Cleanse me from my secret faults. 
 13Above all, keep your servant from presumptuous sins; let them not get  
       dominion over me; 
  then shall I be whole and sound, and innocent of a great offense. 
 14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be  
       acceptable in your sight, 
  O LORD, my strength and my redeemer.  
 

SECOND READING:  Philippians 4:4-8 (NRSV)  
4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.  5Let your 
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near.  6Do not worry about 
anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving 
let your requests be made known to God.  7And the peace of God, which 
surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.  8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of 
praise, think about these things. 
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SERMON 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY   324 (1,4)   "In the Cross of Christ I Glory" 
 
1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 
 tow'ring o'er the wrecks of time. 
 All the light of sacred story 
 gathers round its head sublime. 
 
4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure, 
 by the cross are sanctified; 
 peace is there that knows no measure, 
 joys that through all time abide. 

 
INTERCESSORY PRAYERS: 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, 
and all in need. 
A brief silence. 
 

L:  There is no God before you. Purify the faith of your church, that your 

people place their trust in nothing beside you. Your name is holy. Guide 
your church, that in every situation your people’s words and actions 
honor your name. Hear us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
 

P:  The heavens declare your glory. Renew your creation. Provide leaders 

in the struggle for clean air and water; protect creatures and crops that 
rely on healthy ecosystems; give all people the willingness to repent 
when our way of life pollutes the earth and skies. Hear us, O God, Your 
mercy is great. 
 

L:  Your foolishness is wiser than human wisdom. Fill leaders with the 

foolishness of your peace and mercy. Your law defends the vulnerable. 
Work through legislators, judicial systems, and systems of law 
enforcement to protect the wellbeing and freedom of all (especially). Hear 
us, O God, Your mercy is great. 
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P:  Your weakness is stronger than human strength. Protect those who 

are vulnerable and give courage to all who are suffering (especially). 
Defend victims of crime and bring redemption to those who have harmed 
others. Give sabbath rest to all who labor. Hear us, O God, Your mercy 
is great. 
 

L:  You call us to proclaim Christ crucified. Give clarity to this 

congregation and our leaders, so that we might follow Christ beyond our 
own habits and comfort. Clear out anything in our common life that would 
obscure the gospel or that serves our own interests. Hear us, O God, 
Your mercy is great. 
 

P:  The cross of Christ is your power for all who are being saved. Thank 

you for all the martyrs whose witness reveals the power of the cross. 
Give us the same trust in life and in death. Hear us, O God, Your mercy 
is great. 
 

We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen 
 
DIALOGUE 
The presiding minister greets the assembly and invites all present to give 
thanks. 
 

P: The Lord be with you. C:  And also with you. P:  Lift up your hearts. 
C:  We lift them to the Lord. 
P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
PREFACE 
The presiding minister continues: 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 

through our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who on this day overcame death and the grave, 
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for 
the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 
drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the 
remembrance of me. 
 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
 trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
 forever and ever. Amen 
 

COMMUNION POSTLUDE "Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross"  
                                                  by William H. Doane- Lani Smith 

 
PREPARING FOR NEXT WEEK 

M Psalm 84  Tu Hebrews 9:23-28  W Mark 11:15-19  Th Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22  
F  Ephesians 1:7-13  Sa Numbers 20:22-29  Fourth Sunday in Lent  Numbers 
21:4-9; Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22; Ephesians 2:1-10; John 3:14-21 
 

pastor: Bob Cheyney, Jr.   
 

Church Council: Mary Amick, Marilyn Brodie, Tracy Conner, John Lauby, Ed 
Montgomery, Doug Nabors, Kelvin Rogers, Sandy Schmelzer, John Smerglia, 
Lou Stange, Mandi Stephenson and Don Taranowski  
 

WELCOME VISITORS  Whatever your religious background and however you 
have come to be here, we welcome you to Advent Lutheran Church.  We hope 
that you will feel comfortable and fulfilled, and that you will be strengthened to 
meet the challenges of your daily lives.  The service is printed in your bulletin.  If 
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at first you find it difficult to follow the service, please ask someone near you for 
assistance; after a few services, we hope it will become easier.  We always 
welcome children during worship.    
 

We encourage you to include the following people in your daily prayers 
this week:  Jody Angelone, Mayhon Huckaba, Karen Koehring, Marcella 
Wilkerson  
 

Please consider donating one or more of the following items to the FISH 
cupboard in March: canned vegetables, mac-n-cheese   
 

During the season of Lent, join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm for a 
Lenten devotion. The sessions will take place on Zoom and last 20-25 minutes.  
Each week, we’ll send a zoom invite through our email platform to participate in 
the weekly Lenten devotion.  Each Wednesday, we'll focus on a different Psalm, 
spending time in prayer, reflection and discussion to learn God's ways and 
paths. The use of Psalms during Lent encourages trust in God and willingness 
to learn from God, even in times of trouble.  The Psalms have influenced faith 
and worship for centuries. Martin Luther called it the "little bible" because it 
encapsulates so much of the message of scripture.  Here are the Psalm 
passages that we'll use during our devotion time:  March 10 - Psalm 19; March 
17- Psalm 107; March 24 - Psalm 51            
  

Please call the church office at 330-877-3951 or email Becky Popio 
(bpopio@adventuniontown.org) if you are interested in signing your child up for 
first communion classes by March 14th.  We are anticipating on having two in 
person classes however, because of covid, details will not be put together until 
we know how many to plan for.  The children must be in first grade or older to 
participate.  (We allow each family to decide when their child is ready for these 
classes on an individual basis.)  Also please note, our hope is that the children 
that participate in these classes will receive their First Communion during the 
Maundy Thursday (4/1) in-person church service during Holy Week. 
  

Confirmation and High School youth are invited to join Becky Popio at 
Hartville Dairy Queen parking lot for a free green blizzard or other flavor of your 
choice (my treat) on Sunday, March 14 at 7:00 pm!  (If the weather is lousy we 
can still gather outside on their sidewalk.)  Come catch up with our church 
friends…and get free ice cream…what a lucky treat to see you there!  Email 
Becky at bpopio@adventuniontown.org if you are available to join us so we 
know who to look for! 
 

Keep your eyes open…I’ll be sending a zoom invitation, via email, to the 
parents of our preschool-6th graders and the Sunday school teachers as the 
time gets closer. Until then please mark your calendars for Tuesday, March 16th 

x-apple-data-detectors://1/
x-apple-data-detectors://5/
x-apple-data-detectors://6/
x-apple-data-detectors://6/
x-apple-data-detectors://7/
mailto:bpopio@adventuniontown.org
mailto:bpopio@adventuniontown.org
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at 6:30 pm for our next zoom gathering with a “Lucky or Blessed” theme. Can’t 
wait to see you then on our computers…wear something green!  If you have any 
questions please email Becky Popio (bpopio@adventuniontown.org) 
 

Quilting will resume on Thursday, March 18th at 9:30 am in the fellowship 
hall.  Masks will be required and social distancing will be followed as we spread 
apart to work on the quilts.  For those that prefer to work from home, kits are 
available at the church for you to take home to work on.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Mary Amick. 
 

Adventure Place will be having a Pizza Bogo fundraiser.  On Wednesday, 
March 24th from 11am-8pm Adventure Place will receive 20% of all sales!  
Please call 330-877-2750 to place your order.  It is pick up only.   
 

Maundy Thursday and Good Friday services will be in-person in the worship 
space. The worship times have been adjusted to start at 6:30 pm. The change 
allows the service to be recorded and then downloaded to our website for 
viewing that evening. (There will be in-person as well as digital services for both 
evenings.)     
 

On Easter Sunday, there will also two worship formats. A recorded service will 
be available on the church website at 9:30 am. We will also offer a parking lot 
service at 9:30 am on Easter morning.  We will set up under the carport and 
broadcast the service through an FM transmitter.  You can pull into the parking 
lot, remain in your car, and tune into the service on your car radio. The service 
will include hymns and Holy Communion. The pre-filled Communion containers 
will be given to you in your cars for use during the service.  The parking lot 
service is being done because there is no way to anticipate how many people 
may attend on Easter this year.  Historically, on any Easter Sunday, Advent has 
425 plus in attendance the two worship services.  The numbers generally far 
exceed what we can safely put in the worship space today due to the covid 19.   
 

The Martha Circle will meet on Zoom on Monday, April 5th at 1PM.  Our guest 
will be Jennifer Clevinger and her talk will be “Give us today our daily bread:  A 
study of bread in the Bible”  We hope you will mark your calendar and plan to be 
with us.  Our project for the month is the Hartville Migrant Ministry.  Offering for 
the circle can be given to Terri at the office.  Keep the shut-ins in your prayers.  
Winter and the Covid-19 make for a lonely time.  Becky will send you an 
invitation to the Zoom meeting with the numbers which you need to be a part of 
it.  If you did not receive an invitation for March and would like one please 
contact Becky.  If you are having trouble getting into the meetings, contact 
Becky Popio or Mary Amick and we will try to help you. 

mailto:bpopio@adventuniontown.org
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Last Sunday's attendance Average attendance 

8:45 a.m. – 42 8:45 a.m. – 42 

10:15 a.m. – 54 10:15 a.m. – 54 

Church Office Hours 
Monday through Friday 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 


